Important Dates - Please mark your calendar

Executive Board Meeting



Tuesday, October 7, 2008 at 6:00 PM 

    
 Union Meeting 




Tuesday, October 14, 2008 at 5:00 PM

 
 Retiree Meeting




Wed., September 17 , 2008 at 10:30 AM


 Service Pin Award Dinner



Friday, November 7, 2008 at 6:00 PM
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"We Do It Right The First Time” 
October 2008
· NOVEMBER 11, 2008 UNION MEETING will be rescheduled to Wednesday November 12, 2008 due to the Veteran’s Day Holiday.  Please mark your calendar.
· THANK YOU TO THE LOCAL 12 GOLF COMMITTEE and members who volunteered to make this year’s Scholarship Golf Tournament a great success.  Over $20,000 will be available for scholarship for the sons and daughters of our members.  Thanks to the Golf Committee:  Jack McGinness, George Donahue, Harry Brett, Tim Fandel, John Stack, Roger Gill, Joseph E. Mulligan, Bill Doe, Edward Sullivan, John DeGloria, and Eric Nee.  Thanks to the volunteers as well:  Jim Grimes, Doug Campbell, Jim Smith, Luke Wade, Mike Curry, Sr., Mike Curry, Jr., and Joseph Conley.
· THANK YOU  to the members who attended the Special Notified Meeting in support of the resolution of the merge of the former Local 138 Pension Fund with the United Association Plumbers & Pipefitters Pension Fund which will secure the pensions of our brothers from former UA Local 138.
· CONGRATULATIONS TO LOCAL 12’S NEW APPRENTICE CLASS who became members at our last membership meeting:  Michael T. Barnes, Brian S. Callahan, John R. Cavanaugh III, David Colon, Brian C. Curley, David M. Curry, Patrick R. Dean, Nicholas A. Doherty, David M. Doyle, John R. Drew, Kesner Exantus, John J. Flaherty, Eugene J. Fraga, Marvis R. Fraser, Ryan S. Hilke, Brian A. Janiak, Ryan P. Johanson, Michael G. Kelly, Tyrone Kindell, Jr., Marc A. LaSala, James P. Locke, Patrick D. MacIntyre, Marissa A. Morrison, Bryan K. Noiles, Steven A. Notorangelo, Maria A. Orsoto, Ryan A. Padula, John M. Pimentel, Joseph D. Prezioso, Vincenzo E. Prisco, Joseph D. Richner, Stephen J. Rumrill, Drew M. Taylor, Aniel E. Wilson, Nicholas R. Wormald, and Niaocai Zeng.
· MEMBERS PLEASE REVIEW Local 12’s at www.plumbersandgasfitterslocal12.org.  Members are requested to register on the website for daily email alerts from your local union.
· SERVICE PIN AWARD DINNER will be held at Venezia Restaurant on Ericson St. in Dorchester, MA on Friday November 7, 2008.  Cocktails are at 6 PM, and dinner is at 7 PM.  Recipients will be notified directly.  Members can purchase tickets through the office for $50.00.
· WAGE AND FRINGE BENEFIT INFORMATION Effective September 1, 2008 for both the Boston and Salem Collective Bargaining Agreements for Journeymen and Apprentices are included for your records.
· THE SALEM COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT which expired August 31, 2008 was extended for 2 years through August 31, 2010.  Members voted to approve an increase of $8.00/hr.  The breakdown is as follows:




Sept. 1, 2008

$2.00/hr



Sept. 1, 2009

$2.00/hr





March 1, 2009 

$2.00/hr



March 1, 2010

$2.00/hr
· DUES PAYMENTS please check your card.  If you have not paid your July 2008 dues, then it is due no later than Sept. 30, 2008.  Any payments later than that will be assessed a $50 reinstatement stamp.





· LOCAL 12 RETIREES will hold a meeting at Local 12 on Wednesday September 17 , 2008 at 10:30 AM.  The guest speaker will be Sgt. Phillip Terenzi from the Boston Police Dept. Harbor Patrol Unit discussing their responsibilities in Boston Harbor.
· ESTIMATING AND (CAD) COMPUTER ASSISTED DRAWING COURSES will be offered in January 2009 if there is enough interest.  Members should register with Training Coordinator Rick Carter at 617-288-1010.
· WELCOME NEW LOCAL 12 SHOP All Pro Plumbing, 640 Boxford Road, Bradford, MA, 021835.  Phone #978-469-0100.  Owner Michael Harrington who joined Local 12 with ten employees both plumbers and apprentices.  Thanks to Local 12 Organizer John Stack for his organizing efforts.
· REGISTER TO VOTE The last day to register to vote in the general election is October 15.  Please contact your city or town clerk for more information.  You can also reach the Secretary of State’s Elections Division at 1-800-462-VOTE
· BARACK OBAMA FOR PRESIDENT The United Association and Plumbers Union Local 12 have endorsed Barack Obama for President.  Please review the two educational videos that are on our website on Barack Obama and John McCain.
MA AFL-CIO ENDORSEMENTS

Federal Offices

Senator Barack Obama for US President

Senator John Kerry for US Senate  www.JohnKerry.com 

The entire Massachusetts Congressional Delegation:  Congressman Stephen Lynch, Congressman William Delahunt, Congressman Michael Capuano, Congressman Ed Markey, Congresswoman Nikki Tsongas, Congressman Barney Frank, Congressman Jim McGovern, Congressman John Tierney, Congressman Richard Neal, and Congressman John Olver.
For Open Seats in the State Senate

*Doug Belanger (Second Worcester District), *Ken Donnelly (Fourth Middlesex District), Rep. Jamie Eldridge (Middlesex and Worcester District), *Rep. Jen Flanagan (Worcester and Middlesex District),
            Rep. Tom Kennedy (Second Plymouth and Bristol District) * denotes special friend of Labor
For Open Seats in the State House of Representatives
Jim Arciero (2nd Middlesex District), Jen Benson (37th Middlesex District), Jim Cantwell (4th Plymouth), *Julia Fahey (29th Middlesex District), Danielle Gregoire (4th Middlesex District), Kate Jackson (2nd Bristol District), *Ed Mills (8th Middlesex District) *denotes a special friend of Labor
House Incumbents Endorsed for Re-Election

Rep. Geraldo Alicea (6th Worcester District), Rep. Willie Mae Allen (6th Suffolk), Rep. Joseph Driscoll (5th Norfolk District), Rep. John Fresolo (16th Worcester District), Rep. William Greene (22nd Middlesex District), Rep. Paul Kujawski (8th Worcester District), Rep. Patrick Natale (30th Middlesex District), Rep. Paul Naughton (12th Worcester District), Rep. Mike Rush (10th Suffolk District), Rep. Rosemary Sandlin (3rd Hampden District), Rep. Stephen Stat Smith (28th Middlesex District), Rep. David Sullivan (6th Bristol District), Rep. Ben Swan (11th Hampden District)

Senate Incumbents Endorsed for Re-Election 
Senator Scott Brown (Norfolk, Bristol, and Middlesex District), Senator Susan Fargo (Third Middlesex District), Senator Mark Montigny, (Second Bristol and Plymouth District), Senator Stanley Rosenberg (Hampshire and Franklin District), Senator James Timilty (Bristol and Norfolk District), Senator Dianne Wilkerson (Second Suffolk District)
Candidates Challenging Incumbents

Glen Pare for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Jeffrey Davis Perry
Dan Carpenter for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Paul Frost in the 7th Worcester District

Devin Romanul for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Frederick “Jay” Barrows in the 1st Bristol District

Jay Ferguson for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Vinny DeMacedo in the 1st Plymouth District
	




The Truth About Income Tax Repeal  - Times are hard enough. Let's not make them worse. 

Income Tax Repeal: A group called the Committee for Small Government has qualified a question for the November ballot that would repeal the state personal income tax. If Question 1 passes, this initiative will become law, costing the state more than $12 billion a year in revenues, or about 40 percent of the state budget. A similar question on the 2002 ballot garnered 45 percent of the vote, and early poll results show that this question could pass if the public is not educated about how much damage it would cause. The Coalition for Our Communities strongly opposes the initiative because it would devastate the economy, public education and our quality of life in Massachusetts.  The consequences would be dire: 

· Economy: By making deep cuts in investments in education, public safety, roads and bridges and many other areas, this proposal would do severe damage to our economy, making it harder to attract new businesses to the state. 
· Public Education: Slashing state revenues would lead to unprecedented and unsustainable cuts in public schools and higher education, which receive a substantial share of their funding from the Commonwealth. Our schools would be thrown into chaos and dysfunction. Our public colleges and UMass would have to cut services and sharply increase tuition and fees, putting the cost out of reach for many students. 

· Property Taxes: The initiative would force local communities to raise property taxes significantly to lessen the damage. Those who think New Hampshire has a tax model we should follow should consider that New Hampshire ranks first in the country in property taxes as a share of personal income. 
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