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September 10, 2008

General President William P. Hite
Members of the United Association of Plumbers, Plpe Fitters, Sprinkler Fitters and Service
Technicians

Dear Friends,

The last several years have been a challenging time for our families and a challenging time
for America. That’s why it is such an honor for me to have the strong support of the UA. I will
not forget that the first union endorsement I received in this campaign was from the Plumbers
and Pipefitters.

You have watched the rise of a global economy with new rules and new risks, and seen the
Republican-led government do its best to shift those risks onto the backs of the American
worker. Ihave a different vision. I will empower you to work, to organize, and to raise your
families.

Over two decades ago, I turned down a job on Wall Street and went to work as a
community organizer on the South Side of Chicago. The job was to help lift up neighborhoods
that had been devastated by the closing of local steel plants. So I worked with unions and
churches and pushed city government to open up job centers and help create new opportunities.

Since then, I have continued to fight for workers and unions everywhere I’ve gone, and I’'m
running for President to put your needs at the top of the White House agenda. America needs the
men and women of the UA. We especially need you to build our clean energy future. Over the
next ten years, I will invest $150 billion in developing renewable energy, building more efficient
cars and trucks, advancing the next generation of biofuels, and bringing clean coal plants online.
This will create up to five million new high-paying American jobs. We need you to fill them,
and to train the next generation of workers.

I appreciate your friendship and your hard work to bring us this far. This is our moment.
This is our time. And if we work as hard as we can in the remaining days of this election, then
together — you and I — we’re going to change this country, and we’re going to change this world..
Thank you. ,

Sincerely,

Barack Obama
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MA AFL-CIO ENDORSEMENTS

Federal Offices

Senator Barack Obama for US President

Senator John Kerry for US Senate  www.JohnKerry.com 

The entire Massachusetts Congressional Delegation:  Congressman Stephen Lynch, Congressman William Delahunt, Congressman Michael Capuano, Congressman Ed Markey, Congresswoman Nikki Tsongas, Congressman Barney Frank, Congressman Jim McGovern, Congressman John Tierney, Congressman Richard Neal, and Congressman John Olver.
For Open Seats in the State Senate

*Doug Belanger (Second Worcester District), *Ken Donnelly (Fourth Middlesex District), Rep. Jamie Eldridge (Middlesex and Worcester District), *Rep. Jen Flanagan (Worcester and Middlesex District),
            Rep. Tom Kennedy (Second Plymouth and Bristol District) * denotes special friend of Labor
For Open Seats in the State House of Representatives

Jim Arciero (2nd Middlesex District), Jen Benson (37th Middlesex District), Jim Cantwell (4th Plymouth), *Julia Fahey (29th Middlesex District), Danielle Gregoire (4th Middlesex District), Kate Jackson (2nd Bristol District), *Ed Mills (8th Middlesex District) *denotes a special friend of Labor
House Incumbents Endorsed for Re-Election

Rep. Geraldo Alicea (6th Worcester District), Rep. Willie Mae Allen (6th Suffolk), Rep. Joseph Driscoll (5th Norfolk District), Rep. John Fresolo (16th Worcester District), Rep. William Greene (22nd Middlesex District), Rep. Paul Kujawski (8th Worcester District), Rep. Patrick Natale (30th Middlesex District), Rep. Paul Naughton (12th Worcester District), Rep. Mike Rush (10th Suffolk District), Rep. Rosemary Sandlin (3rd Hampden District), Rep. Stephen Stat Smith (28th Middlesex District), Rep. David Sullivan (6th Bristol District), Rep. Ben Swan (11th Hampden District)

Senate Incumbents Endorsed for Re-Election 

Senator Scott Brown (Norfolk, Bristol, and Middlesex District), Senator Susan Fargo (Third Middlesex District), Senator Mark Montigny, (Second Bristol and Plymouth District), Senator Stanley Rosenberg (Hampshire and Franklin District), Senator James Timilty (Bristol and Norfolk District), Senator Dianne Wilkerson (Second Suffolk District)
Candidates Challenging Incumbents

Glen Pare for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Jeffrey Davis Perry

Dan Carpenter for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Paul Frost in the 7th Worcester District

Devin Romanul for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Frederick “Jay” Barrows in the 1st Bristol District

Jay Ferguson for State Representative against Republican incumbent Rep. Vinny DeMacedo in the 1st Plymouth District

	




The Truth About Income Tax Repeal  - Times are hard enough. Let's not make them worse. 

Income Tax Repeal: A group called the Committee for Small Government has qualified a question for the November ballot that would repeal the state personal income tax. If Question 1 passes, this initiative will become law, costing the state more than $12 billion a year in revenues, or about 40 percent of the state budget. A similar question on the 2002 ballot garnered 45 percent of the vote, and early poll results show that this question could pass if the public is not educated about how much damage it would cause. The Coalition for Our Communities strongly opposes the initiative because it would devastate the economy, public education and our quality of life in Massachusetts.  The consequences would be dire: 

· Economy: By making deep cuts in investments in education, public safety, roads and bridges and many other areas, this proposal would do severe damage to our economy, making it harder to attract new businesses to the state. 

· Public Education: Slashing state revenues would lead to unprecedented and unsustainable cuts in public schools and higher education, which receive a substantial share of their funding from the Commonwealth. Our schools would be thrown into chaos and dysfunction. Our public colleges and UMass would have to cut services and sharply increase tuition and fees, putting the cost out of reach for many students. 

· Property Taxes: The initiative would force local communities to raise property taxes significantly to lessen the damage. Those who think New Hampshire has a tax model we should follow should consider 

that New Hampshire ranks first in the country in property taxes as a share of personal income. 

